Below is a potential schedule for structuring a class around Horned Armadillos and
Rafting Monkeys over a typical, 15-week semester. The goal of such a class is to familiarize
students not only with the history of mammals in South America but also the variety of
research undertaken by vertebrate paleontologists, particularly those studying terrestrial
organisms and ecosystems.
With a class that meets twice a week (e.g.,Tuesdays and Thursdays), one class each
week can focus on a particular site and its fauna (column 2), while the other can focus on a
particular research technique (column 3), using the suggested article from the scientific
literature as a basis for discussion (column 4). Depending on the desired format of the class
and the level of the participating students, the material from the book can be presented by the
instructor or by one or more students, potentially incorporating additional articles and
information from the Further Reading section of the book.
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